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SUSPENDED: Siyabonga Gama was earmarked for top
Transnet job

ko
THE African National Congress has thrown its weight behind
suspended Transnet executive Siyabonga Gama, with minister
of justice Jeff Radebe describing his suspension as &
“miscarriage of justice”.
Gama, Transnet’s chief executive of freight rail, was this week
suspended over allegations that he breached procurement
contracts — a move viewed by the ANC as an attempt to
scupper his chances of beconung the parastatal’s next chief
executive.
Gama is believed to be among at least three candidates short-
listed to take over as permanent CEQO:
The Sunday Times can also reveal that the ANC national
working committee (NWC) instructed minister of public
enterprises Barbara Hogan about two months ago to appoint
Gama as Transnet’s CEO after the departure of the parastatal’s
former head, Maria Ramos, who joined Absa.
ANC insiders said Hogan was this week expected to submit
Gama’s name to cabinet for final approval. .



She allegedly withdrew following what angry insiders said was
“Transnet’s manoeuvrings” by suspending him.

Hogan's spokesman, Ayanda Shezi, said the ministry could not
comment on anything to do with the ANC.

ANC spokesman Brian Sokutu said Gama was “an executive -
who has been with Transnet for quite some years” and “credited
for having turned things around both financial- ly and in terms
of giving leadership”.

“In other words, we say he has a track record. I am not aware of
discussions about him at NWC or NEC level, but there 1s
nothing stopping members of the ANC from discussing
succession within parastatals,” said Sokutu.

Speaking at the University of KwaZulu-Natal on Thursday,
Radebe denounced the Transnet board and described the
Radebe lashed out at the board for suspending Gama without
considering his testimony.

The Sunday Times could not confirm talk that a group of
cabinet ministers had approached President Jacob Zuma to
register their unhapp piness with Gama’s suspension.

On Thursday, Gama appeared before Pradeep Maharaj, the
group executive for human resources, and the company’s
lawyers to give his side of the story after Transnet had served
him with a Tetier on Monday informing him of its intention to
suspend him following & board meeting.

Gama’s lawyer, Themba Langa, said Transnet has been
“working hard to get him suspended and there were no objective
or reasopable grounds to have him suspended”.

Allegations of impropriety against Gama apparently surfaced for
the first time in June, His written responses, according to Langa,
were not presented to the board.

According to NWC insiders, Gama was recoimended by the
party’s deployment commiittee.

It is alleged the ANC was aware of “Transnet’s intentions to
ensure that Gama does not get the job”.

ANC insiders said the contenders for the position at the time
included Pravin Gordhan, who has since been appointed
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minister of finance.

Both men were recommended for the job by the Transnet board
selection committee at a meeting on February 13. Gordhan
withdrew his candidature after being told he had been
earmarked for a cabinet position.

An ANC deployment coinmittee member said a very senior and
Jongserving cabinet minister, also a member of the deployment
committee, was opposed to Gama’s nomination. He was’
oveiruled by other conunittee members.

Another NWC member said some ANC officials had asked why
Gama’s appointment had not been implemented by Hogan.

A Transnet board member said Gama was not trusted by certain
individuals in management, who thought he would reverse
“multimillion contracts awarded to friends and families”.
Transnet spokesman John Diudlu said “a disciplinary process”
had been instituted against Gama.

“This relates to alleged serious breaches in certain procurement
contracts. This is an internal company matter, and we don’t wish
to comment further at this stage.” -
moiponem @sundaytines.co.za



s

98

A NNexure 2"

OME P PELIICHWES » RESOURCES » PARTY

PARTY
»Aﬁshvﬁousée WillaBlact Mtafiogs EatentCoZh Sdmldu DubanChfis .

Appomf Garha as Transnet GEO now - ANCYL

31 segte'mwzwn .
Youlh Laague says Aficane are haley.darffed podions of sesponsfb ity In sctabmy

ANC YL SALLS FOR IMMEDIATE APPORITMENT OF SIVABONGA GANA A
TRANSSET BCEO

ik APRICAR MATIONAL CONGRESS YOUTH LEAGUE calls for Immediate appoiniment of Siyabonga Gaima a5
Grotp Chist Execulive Gifesrof Thansast Lid. Thwtais avidenty s concedad agerda by the gradominanlly White

aoardof Diractons-and exdgrietvols ol tofspiele Gama o Transaat and deny him tha position of
GEEO of Teansnet, desgite his cred m?ms S

Hfeeyrrently, AFicang &ré defisd p i of msib shd w:mm#mwwmw
shoizldl never Ggg walk arend Uiis absduba mﬂ 5&5’ m .
soniffom u\araaﬂw Hhatihoss In conbol of the es} it rnlegraﬂan o capablatiack pecple

inlp key and skratago saclors nfﬁ%aecmmy

Siyatronga Gama should e Appoinled = GEED and bustnass goes mnmﬁmm%ma@mmu
peraewte anif {5clats hiia wil be met it massiva fesistanica Fom tha yauth of Sauth Alrica. amﬁpens&m o
Ganals aMW&Wmthmmmmemﬁomﬁdsm& nnadataly wihdras,

s&&mmw}y B3 ANC Yot Leaqua, Septamiber 11 2002
eEelchere to-sfan ep-to ssceive our frze dally headiing emall nawslallss

Sarviues

Tl . Fen -
Succeed rPublic Sapvice Careers :
DoE. Accradited, Réspectsd In -Subsedbs o newilalters
Gav,
VYL PRI S0 TR TSI ! NewsTasds
o
Tiirids are tough, find ouk how to Share this articte )
maka your meaey wark better?
s fisvcaneraielpYouco.z: @w e Soonts BT | sttt
Blvgpect 8 etiose
staty Google Bag
Rafatad links -

o B “ gl * e
[/ aipgreneo it 4k Hesings- o= T

meE R Hes 21800 i

U HELWERY by

http:Apoliticsweb .co.za/politiceweb/view/politicsweb/en/page71654%0id=143087&sn=... 9/14/2009



o

99

Avnve xage, £.37

THE STAR
Youth League siams Transnet

11 September 2009, 1548
Related Articles

e

SACP crles-Taul sver Gama

Transnet's suspension of Siyabonga Gamz isa witch-hunt reant to stop hifi from becoming the
parastatal's group chief executive officer, the ANC Youth League (ANCYLY said on Felday.

In o statement, isald the suspension should be withdrawn immediately..

The ANCYL also called for Gama to be immediately sppaintment as Transnek group chief axecutive B,
oificer. -

“There Is evidently & concgrted agenda by the predominantly whits board of direttors ard exteriat

role plavers to Isolate Siysbongs Gama from Transnet ard deny biny the position of grgup €EO of

Transnet, desplts his credentials,” the ANCYL said.

*"Recurrantly, Africans are denied positions of responsibiiity in key and strategic sactors of the
economy and we should never egg walk around this absoiute reality,” {t adead,

The ANCYL sald the Employment Equity Commission Report recently released copfirmed “the reality,
that those ¥ santrel of the economy (white males) refuse the Intsgration of capable black peoplé
into key and strategic sectors of the economy.”

1t sald any atterapt o persecuie and lsolete Gamea would be met with “massive rasistance” fromthe
veuth of South Afvica,

The Transnet board began iis search for 2 riew group chief exacutive officer late fast year following
the resigriation of present Absa graup chief exacofive officer Maria Ramos.

The board favoured Pravin Gordhan for the post, but when Gordhan bécamié Anance minister,
Transnet re-started the process of finding # chief exetutive officer.

Justice Minieter Jeff Radebe and the ANC have shewn support for awarding Gama the parastatals
pasttion of chief executive officer,

However, Gama was recently suspended, allegedly as a result of serieus breaches In bwo
procurement contracts.

Public Enterprises Minister Barbara Hogan hag been summoned to Parllament next wask &6 carlty
thi events around Gema's suspension and other matters related to Transhel's managernent. - Sapa
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SACP staterfient on the Transtigt Board decision to suspend Mt Siyabenga Garna 2018/00452 3 AM
s

SACP statement on the Transnet Board decision to suspend My Siyabonga Gama

7 September 2009

" eats within Transnet and the subsequent suspension of
Siyabonga Gama, CEO of its rail freight division. We wish to express serious concerns ahout what
appears to be an attempt by certain elements within and outside of Transnet © cleatly frustrate the
appointment of M. Gama as CEO despite his illustrious career, commitment to public service-and strong
cradentials. '

The SACP has noted the recent developments wi

The curfent shenanigans at Transnet are & classic illustration of the concems wé have raised as the SACP
aboutt the strategic role and developmental focus of state owned enterprises. Amongst those concerns have
been attemnpts by &few, often parasitic, element capture these entities for reasons that are contrary to their
developmental mandate. As'the SACP we fully share the concemns raised by SATAWU on the matter, and
we are deeply suspicious that there is an elite that is hell bent-on capturing Transnet for its own narrow

interests.
& SACP calls for speedy intervention to resolve this matter.

At its last Central Comumittee the SACP raised its concems gbout the intensive corporatization of state
owned enterprised and restructuring the relationship which increasingly operated as private companies
and sites for accumulation on behalf of capital in general and specifically an emerging BEE capita‘liét
stratum. We wish to reiterate our call for a thorough andit of SoEs as well as review of the shareholder
comapacts {0 align these to government priorities as contained in the ANC election manifesto.

Tix addition, we call-upon for more appoiniments of people representing communities, NGOs and the
|bour movemerit into the boards of all SoBs and other public entities.

Issued by the SACP
Cantact;

Malesela Maleka .
SACP Spokesperson — 082 226 1802

http: {.lwww.sa:p.org.zafdb‘:sfpr! 2008/ pr0907.html
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Crunch time for
H@aﬁ over Gjama

'ﬁa;;spm_m;rgspment

PUBLIC Eoerprises Minfster
Bashara Hogan faces crunch time
tommorTow st being called to
appaa’ before Padizment i@
expiam her handiing of the
succession process at Transhet
and. e sisiehsion of Sifabonga
Gamz, GEO of the Trihsnet
Frelght Rail (IFR) division,

Vyijie Nientor, chamvoma.n of
the gubhc enterprises cormmines,
rorhirined yesterday that Hogan
was due {o appear before
Parfiament fomortow, sayiug the
aiister would ik about the
appainnnem of the zroup
Transaet GEO and other “prob:
lems argund this”.

‘The posthas beenvevanesince
Marla Tames — who served a
tieemioith  notte from
Movember Tast year — left the

tranispost parastatal v February
for Absa.
With tiie spotlight now aimed
atHngathiSundearwhethers{:e
would f21 in fine with Luthuli

House's deive to sée Gama wke

the group CEO. mantle.

WhesGama wasguspended o'
September. 1, Flopan said the
Transnet board’ would fun the
diseiplingry process #nd *ihfarm
the shareholder”, the
governoent, of the “eutepmesand
atiy decisions to be raker.

Bur Juetice Iidister Joff
Radehe and Comtmunications
Minisiér Siphive Hyands —
Hagan's coumterperts — have
ggenly  quéstioned  GameTs
suspension, and the African
Mational Congress has throwa its
waigmbehmd‘{i‘m‘pndngimﬁf
against the Transnet board, The

Continued ;m' pepe 2
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board’s preferded candidate, BP Aﬁica
GEQ Sipho Mesel, has withdrawn his
‘norination, citing  the fumre syr-
vounding the disciplinary attion against
Gama a8 = reason.

Memsax& ihieprobiems at Transnet
wire “purindsg debp” and ware “costing
v 2 ot Transnet stll had am acting
chafman and #u acting chiefl financial
offices Since Gama was susgended two
wecks dgo, TFR hes had no-intedim CEQ,
_ Shesuid that the “ramifications” of detays
mm!qagﬁma’appamm:swem being
ek, ciring reports sugzesting there wasa
ga&owaﬁ‘f?ﬁbecaziﬁe sithe leadeiship
issue,

‘I‘hasumessimﬁmre at’i’mnsnét, ghe

2

. gaid, could Have 1 Cgpple elfect on the

Date: September, 14, 2009 Publication : Business Day Page Mumpar © 1

gpomtment of & OB at South Aficen
Afrweays. "We wani thesa fssues resolvad

wegeatly,” Mentor said.
Meanwhile, Garia will on T!iursday

2%

Jautich 4n virgent interdict egdinst Transy -~
net 1o have his shspeusiof reversed and’. * -
thedisciplinary proceedings drdpped, % ‘5"*;

Trancher spolesman John Dlud}m £
said yestérday the group welcomied the 7
opgoriunity to have the “pmtter put to {l .
fest in 4 peust of aw?, W

“He said Transnet helfeved “that due ; 1
p;ocessmustbealwmamtakammrse
and that M7 Gami cught {o be afferded -
the Full Dpp&rlumtymmspore&mﬂlés e
allegations ag.mst Him in 2 duly cons ;;F % f
stituted process”, "*‘? ¢
artigiidabdimrora
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No to cadre Gama

tertain people for
top pushiions regard-
less of flaws apd aliegations is
avident in the utterances over
T e pavern s ol
. similay § was fol-
fowed in Jacob Zuma’s own
anointment zs Presidemt, and
was followed éven in the re-
cent elevation of questiopable
faveyer Piud Nagobshi o he-
come Diefence Minister Lindi-
we Sival’s fegal advises. The
DA bas printed out how sev-
eral key pasts in Zuna’s office
have been filled by peor
with guestionable creden-

In the cése of Transmét two
Ministers, plus the ANC, the

-~ he ANCYs disturbing
g habit of esrrnarking

Page 171 She=98RAXNGMmMCHBkatatiosl686endadiipnsiGR680

ANC Youth Lesgue and the
5A Communist Perty, have 2l
publiclystated that Siyebonga
Gama renst be made CEOL
This despite Gama being
suspended s CEQ of a divi-
sio, Transet Freight Rl e
5 pein f21:1] A £
tender as%&bco;‘negmg&g He
also silegedly gave a security

contract worth RI9 milifon o

2 compaty Linked to dinister
Siphiwe Nyands, omg of his
‘backers oxthe ANG's Netion-
&} Working Committee.

We have already seen in
enough corpbrations, the
SABCHor m’a"zxpki;ﬁm hap-
pens when paity loyalty
wumps ntegrily. Transnet §s
tdo vast to have 4 dodgy
driven :
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BUDRY NAI,D.U

MINISTER nfmpimum@tzcns grid ANC heavyweight:
Geneyal Siplibwe Nyands sgys shspended Trarisret

Mﬁ% ﬂnga Gama is befng persecuted inthe
RE T gnxgems.kmaﬁzﬁxna
1e'l§ d-youne mayn, Vegy few aeqpie are a3 capable
ara& guts Iaﬁ“s,he is, The ehatlerige s thal some
.pea;ﬂemz Hiere arereslly bent on énsuriagifiathe is
geqi siid Ny;nda “Waat happered to J2
(Pses; ) is happening fn this case. Paeple
vilify antl eakt aspersions (on you).”

Nyanda has peevionsly saig Zuma wis the victim of

ggﬁticai conspiracy aitned at keepiig him oitt of

teal oﬁ‘i,cg. Hgs :Ia;ne hag glea hidn inte
’E‘mns T uattle, which resulted In
Gana’s susiggnaim ss @ef‘;‘rargsnet ﬁengtm

Gama is the fronka uanerto take ov: a&gmu ch‘
execative Fomi Maris Rafmos, who quit to§ om
T has the backing of the ANG, the SAGS, the m*e
E&’g L%ge‘afd senfor managewment, who say he f&

yig

Nyauﬁa said He was “incenised” over vecent events

;rEs* by ‘;%weriul intérests” to shop Giina
1g the secking ANE Aftar
é jtlSElGéé am!‘ cnﬁstik}iﬂmzn g]éﬁfeiopmeme
5 bo-Ehros s awetght behing Gamp.
=196 probleinds that Tdm alue eited as ape.rsgn yghu
is invqlveﬁ ey was assoclatedwith 2 coapany that
a ceuivact With (’I’wnénet} Frefght Rail o I cfﬁn’t
: iy, EanIments would be viewed: a}:\iectwa‘iy
what 1 can say is that there is a lot 0{ i 1«&::1%&113
eongerredaliont whatis happanmg

Ases rﬁ?ﬁrm wi?‘nmm ?
%ive'?m A4 b% ama. Ttisalidged tiat

& dictiol fo‘lsaw Brocs o 5 alad-heing probed
for 2 tender labuirs0 Iotomotives.

‘Garng vaceived a notice ofsuspension last Mcudax,
two days befoze the eabinet was due lo enderse bl
agpoimmsni That was despite- -allegations reeeiveé
Ny the Piblic Service Commission as far back as
Maverdber 2007,

Raios Had alsp been at:eused of sauppering
appotnliment, as she faised e d%ations at ﬁér lésb
board mestingin Febroaty, of which the sppointment
ofa GEOwas o Hie agands.

yme's appointatent Hias been endorsed by the
ANGs national working covnities, o which
served,
Ti'ansmt ¥ nadertamng #n R8o-billion capﬁﬂ e~
ditare prograwame Which has Yeen besef b{ al:
dedtiong of tender rigeing, éorraption and wad
expenditure.
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Generally corrupt
T was Ehe ANC kind lggarﬁen‘sWe&
Juliuawhe said that the Kdruoke King
Vas corTip t then “give usa comupt
g:-seaxdmt , We aitl inipw whto- issfﬁg%ngfor
I Tuynhuys iy, $o.perhaps
o B, ‘weahﬁtld ts:kenwte whenA CYL Setoit-
Irveammand Vayiswa Talelo says
&ise lma;y tharges wnrmtkeep
Gg‘la utgithe Tra_nsnet
&nibouse, mrade Gaina witl bacoms _
¢ CEG by hook or eroglk,” she said. :
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Just a pley to verove him

FSTRONGLY believe that Siyahongn Gamals
hetng pushed-so that the interests of acertain
elgne can He m%fhsec! The clique’s ierests are
ot confined bo Transnet, but stradidle much of
i government’s econoniie cluster

“Fhe sitislining of Ganta is part of & well-
orehestrated strategy designed to ensure thal
gevtain cronles.exercise potwer over the econgmiie
organs of state, ndw and beyond thelr lifetimas.

— Kenmeth Fitoyi _
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