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Assaciation of Community Television ~ South Africa

3 Janwary 2014

Subrssion o the Proposed Arnendment of the Broadeasting Digital Migvauon Policy

1. The Assoviation of Community Television South Africa (“Act-SA™} represents all the existing
communry television licensecs in South Afdca, namely Soweto TV, Cape Town 'tV (CTV), Bay
TV, One KZN, Tshwane TV, North West TV and Bara TV.

2 Community television tepresents a bottom-up, people-ventred appeoach to broadeasting and fills
a crtical gap 1n South Africa's commercially-dominated broadcasdng landscape  Members of
Act-34 are committed 10 a range of common values, including a people-cented tather than
profit-diiven approach to broadeasting, editorial and fiduciary independence, freedom of speech
and comamunity partcipation

3 At SAhus onsistendly opposed ST control and has made presentations to the Depattment
Communmcations et or copcsnt. We are very disapoaugted that the Depaitme b
discegaided the vigws of comitnuu - TV apd published deafi apendmetis which requive 2l free
to-mir STBx to have STH contro]

4 BACKGROUND

4.1 Act-BA participated in the Roundtable Discussion convened by the Minister in Sepeernber
2013 on the issue of STB control.
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4.2 During this process, Acr-SA jomed the SARC, the emerging manvficturers and Mulochomce
in opposing the mduston of SIB control th the free-to-aix sei-top box The onlv patty
which supported the incivsion of S I'B control was e.iv

43 ActSA’s reasons for opposing the wclusion of an SIB contro. system were bricfly a3
Follows

8 3.1.7he oncvption of all e 1o-atr sernces and the deployment of an, STH control o
gondinonal access gvstem 1o dectypt or unscramble these services 15 simpl. another
kisd of B Tollf It takes wyay gn individuaPs night to frec and unreserdeted access b
g sl Droadeasting senices

4 3.2 implementation of ST control will result in the end of “free to 2h™ talevinonas b
t: -eailable to viewers i South Africa soday,

43,3 This sweica will impose a fundamental change 11 how the South Aftzean puble
a-cesses publin  munercial and somamntty free to sir television.

B.3.4The system beiefits only fie chosen few who have tested mterests in a shost eon
technology which has oo added value to the poor and will be out-dated befoze i cven
ntarts, becnuse of delays in the DT roll out propramme;

4.3.5. The system is only for cotunercial gamn and 18 not sustatnable fong term;

When we consider that every paity to the Roundtable Discussion (other than c.tv) was apposed
the inclusion of §TB control, we are surprised 4t the langnage which the Ministcr presented to
Calyinet and the language which now appeas in the proposed amendments.

At first glagee, the decision seems to suggest that STB control is not mandatory, but the
apposite is trus. Only the use of the §TB control is not mandatory, but all frec-te-air STBs must
have an STDB contiol system.

It is also surprising that the Minister went ahead and made a decision on the issue of the STB
control system, when we raised the c.tv case. The judge found that “the Minister has no legal
power to prescribe or make binding decisions relating to set top box control”.

It 15 highly unlikely that the Minister and the Department were unaware of the judgment before
the Roundtable, but we specifically rused this issue and it seems that this point has either been
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ovcilooked or deliberately 1gnoted The Departinent has not explamed what changed since the
court judgment to now give the Minister power to make decisions retating to STB control.

9 ltss not legal for the Minister ea make a policy op STB control when the courr has decided thar
the Minster does not have thiz power This does give grounds for the policy to he reviewed

10. NEXNT STEPS

10.1 The Department should not make decisions to the dewriment of the poor and at the
expense of the Tux payer
102 We have never supported STB control, it is nor i the best interest of the couptry

and oveall objectives of DTT will be compromised The proposed amendments will only
fusther individual preed and personal wealth to the detricent of the poor and South
Atacans ar latge

Act-SA believes that sei top box control is ultimatels NOT in the pubiic interest and shounld
1ot be allowed.

103 The Minister should not foice STB contiol to be incuded in [rec-to-nir STO. Nol
only is STH control not in the uncrest of the country, the court has said that the Minister
has no power to make decistons on STB control

10.4. 13 anyonc must decide on STE control, 1t should be the frec-to-atr TV hrondeasiers
which nciudes the community 'V bioadeasters tepresented by Act SA]

10.5. Act SA wants to ensure maximum access to fice-to-air broadcasting services, mther
than add expenses and restrict individuals from free information. Instead of focusing ob
STB control, the Deparunent should mobilise and encourage all to participare in
cducational and awaresess Campaigns which will minimise the ignorance about the
comumunity and social issues related to digital migranon i South Aftica

THANK YOU




